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 Telethon Celebrity Cookbook 
 
Senses Foundation is a recipient of Telethon 
funding ï to support our programs out into 
rural and remote WA. Recently Telethon made 
available this gorgeous celebrity cook book for 
their charitable recipients to use as they would 
like. I decided it would be great to give a 
copy to you - our clients and families. 

 
 I hope it gives you pleasure ï and  
 
    Happy Cooking! 
 
    Debbie Karasinski 
    Chief Executive Officer 

 

 

If your contact details have changed please 
contact us at admin@senses.asn.au  or 

telephone (08) 9473 5400  

mailto:admin@senses.asn.au


 

 
Hello Everyone, 

Welcome to the June addition of Goodvibes. Itôs amazing how 
much can happen in only three months! 

We have had some excellent news for the Community Sector and 
Senses Foundation with the 2011-2012 budget announced which 
will include $604 million going into the community not for profit 
sector over the next four years. This money will help Senses with 
attracting, recruiting, retaining and supporting staff and therefore 
provide a more consistent service to our clients.  

A very successful 17
th
 Annual AHG Senses Foundation Charity 

Golf Day was held on 6
th
 May at the prestigious Lake Karrinyup 

Country clubðsee pages 10 and 11 in this issue) 

We have seen the unfortunate departure of Matthew Wittorff, 
Manager of Life Skills & Family Services who has moved on to the 
Disability Services Commission but still involved specifically in the 
coordination of therapy services. Matthew was with Senses 
Foundation for three years and has been instrumental in the growth 
of the therapy programs, including the newly established School 
Aged Program and a number of other pilot programs. He has 
agreed to continue to facilitate the Communication Guide pilot 
project, which will evaluate the impact of having a contact person 
support for people who are deafblind. Matthew was very well 
respected due to his knowledge and experience in the field, and he 
will be sadly missed but we wish him well. Karen Wickham has 
done a great job acting in this position until a suitable replacement 
is found.  

In Life Skills & Family Services we are pleased to introduce the 
following therapists Jodie Hooker Speech Pathologist, School Aged 
Therapy Team and Aimee Dawson Physiotherapist, School aged 
therapy Team. We have seen the unfortunate departure of Voon 
Pang, Speech Pathologist from the Adult Therapy team who has 
left to pursue further opportunities in New Zealand and we wish 
him well. 

We would also like to take the opportunity to wish Louise Palombo 
all the best for the future birth of her twins. Louise has been the HR 
Administrator with Senses Foundation for the past 8 months and 
has been doing a fantastic job. Louiseôs last day is 30

th
 June and 

we welcome Rita who is Louiseôs replacement while Louise is on 
maternity leave.  

Have fun with this edition of Goodvibes and we look forward to 
receiving more of your great items for the next edition.  

Jodi Perkin 
Acting Senior Manager Client Services   
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Client Services Staff Details  

Elvira Edwards  
Senior Manager  
Client Services 

MondayðFriday  
8.30amð5pm 
 

9473 5422 
 

Community Living Services Staff Details  

Jodi Perkin   
Manager Community Living 
Services 
 

Jo Falkingham  
Co-ordinator Community 
Living Services 
 

Lorraine Grey  
Co-ordinator Community 
Living Services 
 

Michael Craven  
Co-ordinator Community 
Living Services 
 

Sue Cutler  
Co-ordinator Community 
Living Services 
 

Cath Thompson  
ATE Co-ordinator Community 
Living Services 
 

Garry Parker  
Project Officer  
Housing Developments 
 

Emergency  
After Hours Number 
Community Living Services 
only  

Monday ïFriday 
8.30amð5pm 

 
 

MondayðFriday  
8.30amð5pm 

 
 

MondayðFriday  
8.30amð5pm 

 
 

MondayðFriday  
8.30amð5pm 

 
 

MondayðFriday  
8.30amð5pm 

 
 

MondayðFriday  
8.30amð5pm 

 
 

1 day per weekðflexible 
 
 
 

 
After Hours  
Monday-Friday 5pm-8.30am 
Saturday-Sunday 24 hours 

9473 5446  
0401 181 643 
 
 

0432 098 878 
 
 
 

0409 200 477 
 
 
 

0425 413 639 
 
 
 

0421 251 252 
 
 
 

9473 5463 
0411 128 810 
 
 

0403 048 751 
 
 
 

 
0411 861 153 
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Life Skills and Family Services Staff Details  

Karen Wickham   
Acting Manager 
Life Skills & Family Services 
 

Lisa Salloway  
Respite Co-ordinator  
 

Karen Wickham  
Social Worker 
Adult Therapy Co-ordinator 
 

Fiona Kemp  
Senior Occupational Therapist 
Early Intervention Co-ordinator 
 

Rebecca Lamhut  
Senior Occupational Therapist 
School Age Therapy Co-ordinator 
 

Angela Wills  
Deafblind Consultant 
 

Melanie Robartson  
Deafblind Consultant 
 
Melissa Evans  
Deafblind Project Officer 
 

Adele Calley  
Occupational Therapist 
 

Holly Coopes  
Physiotherapist 
 
 

Cristina Micalizzi  
Physiotherapist 
 

Aimee Dawson  
Physiotherapist 
 
 

Lauren Woods  
Speech Pathologist 
 

Jodie Hooker  
Speech Pathologist 
 

Libby Cronin  
Speech Pathologist 

MondayðFriday  
8.30amð5pm 
 
 

Monday-Friday 
9am-5pm 
 

Monday,  Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday  
9amð4.30pm 
 

Monday, Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday 
8.30amð4.30pm 
 

Monday-Friday 
8.30amð4.30pm 
 
 

MondayðFriday 
9amð5pm 
 

Monday and Tuesday 
8.30am-4.30pm 
 

Flexible  
 
 

Tuesday-Thursday 
8.30amð4.30pm 
 

Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday 
8.30amð4.30pm 
 

Monday ïFriday   
8.30amð4.30pm 
 

Monday 12.30pm-4.30pm  
Wednesday and Friday 
8.30am-4.30pm  
  

MondayðFriday 
8.30amð4.30pm 
 

Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Friday 8.30amð4.30pm 
 

MondayðFriday 
8.30amð5pm 

9473 5462 
0424 900 788 
 
 

9473 5440 
0401 381 106 
 

9473 5462  
0424 900 788 
 
 

9473 5427 
0432 028 360 
 
 

9473 5459 
 
 
 

9473 5479 
 
 

9473 5431 
 
 

9473 5441 
0403 000 303 
 

9473 5439 
 
 

9473 5419 
 
 
 

9473 5403 
 
 

9473 5463 
 
 
 

9473 5438 
 
 

9473 5448 
 
 

9473 5445 
 



 

 
 

 

Senses Foundation (Inc) 8 

The Australlian Government Productivity Commission is in the process 
of undertaking an inquiry into possible solutions to the shortcomings 
within funding and support for Australians living with a disability. On 
February 28th this year, the draft report ñDisability care and supportò 
was released. The report acknowledged that ñThe disability support 
system overall is inequitable, underfunded, fragmented and inefficient 
and gives people with a disability little choiceò. 
 
The draft recommends a new National Disability Insurance Scheme 
(NDIS) which would fund long term care and support for all Australians 
with a disability. The proposed scheme builds on existing state based 
services and would provide flexibility for individuals to choose the 
services and support best suited to their needs. 
 
The Every Australian Counts campaign, run by the National 
Disability & Carers Alliance, is spreading this message. Although the 
scheme may take some years to be introduced, it is a significant 
forward step for Australia. To ensure this proposal is more than just 
another report that gathers dust in Parliament, we urge everyone to 
support the campaign by signing up on the Every Australian Counts 
website (http://everyaustraliancounts.com.au) and send out the link to 
your friends, family and contacts to build the momentum to influence 
government. 
 
The final version of the Productivity Commissionôs report will go to the 
government on July 31st this year. We need as many people as 
possible to make their voice heard before that time. 
 
Thank you for your support on behalf of all Australians living with a 
disability. 
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Calling All Parents 
Dear Parents, 
 

At the last Parents Respite Weekend a workshop was facilitated by Jacquie 
Mills to explore the option of establishing an ongoing ñParents Support 
Groupò. This concept was very well received with parents enthusiastic about 
establishing their own self-sustaining group. As an outcome of this I have 
been in negotiations with Northern Lights for several months.  
 

Northern Lights was established by Dee Furnell about 15 years ago as a 
support group for parents of children with disabilities living north of the river.  
The group has proven to be a wonderful resource for many of the original 
members and provided opportunities to do things together, support each 
other and have a lot of fun.  
 

In order to be able to receive grants (Lotteries West, Disability Services 
Commission, etc) Northern link was established as an incorporated body. 
They have access to a small amount of non-recurrent funding that we can 
utilize to establish our group. The children of the families that originally set up 
this group are now grown adults and the group is ready to disband and are 
looking to pass on the mantle to a new group of parents.  
 

As Senses families had expressed an interest in establishing their own group 
we felt that this was a perfect match. The group need not be exclusive to 
Senses families and could be promoted right across the metropolitan area, if 
members decide that is the desired course. 
 

The Northern Link Annual General Meeting has been arranged with a view to 
seeking support from current members to pass the baton onto new members 
who will join Northern Link, be voted onto the board and then take over the 
name and remaining resources (there will be a $10.00 membership fee per 
family). The groupsô constitution requires a quorum of 30 to formally wind up 
the association so we need as many families as possible to attend on the 
day. From there our group can evolve how you, the parents decide. There will 
then be nominations for a new President or co-presidents, secretary, 
treasurer and committee members. Please donôt be put off by the titles as this 
group will be informal and driven really by the wants and needs of you, the 
new members. So please come along, meet the Northern Link families, 
renew old acquaintances, meet new Senses families and celebrate the 
continuing success of Northern Link.  

 

Date:        Saturday, 16
th
 July 2011 

Venue:     Mindarie Marina - Ocean Falls Boulevard 
Time:        2.30pm Start 
R.S.V.P:    By 8th July for catering 
Contact: karen.wickham@senses.asn.au 
  Ph: 9473 5462  Mob: 0424 900 788 
 

I look forward to seeing you all there. 
Karen Wickham, Social Worker, Adult Therapy Coordinator 
Senses Foundation 

mailto:karen.wickham@senses@asn.au
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Charity golf day breaks all records  
 
Senses Foundationôs major annual fundraiser ï the AHG Charity Golf 
Day ï has again been hailed a resounding success. 
 

Held at Lake Karrinyup Country Club on Friday 6 May, this yearôs event 
has raised an amazing $120,000. These much-needed funds will help 
provide education, training and resources in specialist communication 
in Rural and Remote WA for people who are deafblind or have vision 
impairment and additional disabilities, as well as their families, carers 
and service providers. 
 

Senses Foundation Chief Executive Officer, Debbie Karasinski says the 
2011 golf day attracted more than 30 teams who enjoyed lunch 
sponsored by Downer, before taking to the greens for the  Ambrose 
competition in the afternoon. 
 

Downings Legal, Allianz and Fujitsu took the top three spots in the 
Ambrose competition. Golf attire was then traded for evening wear, and 
guests were treated to a sumptuous gourmet dinner sponsored by LWP 
Property Group, complete with fine wines from Wise Winery and beers 
from Carlton United Brewery. 
 

The live and silent auctions attracted plenty of interest and some 
healthy competitive bidding. Especially for items such as a bottle of 
vintage Penfolds Grange Hermitage wine from Governor-General 
Quentin Bryce's personal wine cellar, a day at sea with the Royal 
Australian Navy and stunning jewellery from Brinkhaus Jewellers.  
 

Other wonderful auction items included a VIP trip to Leeuwin estate on 
a private jet, tickets to the Hyundai Hopman Cup, an óadrenalineô 
adventure, a luxury Phuket holiday for ten and Burswood 
accommodation and dinner package. 
 

This is the 14
th
 year Automotive Holdings Group Limited (AHG) has 

sponsored the charity golf day, which is Senses Foundationôs major 
fundraiser. 
 

Other event sponsors this year were: 
Schweppes Australia  Kee Hire  Frontier Software 
AON Risk Management  Fujitsu 

 

ñWithout sponsorship and donations from our generous corporate 
partners we simply would not be able to provide our services to as 
many people.ò 
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The Downer Team 

Frontier Software team 

The winning team from Downings 
Legal with David Canham from 
the Senses Foundation 

Debbie Karasinski, CEO of Senses 
Foundation Inc presents a 
Certificate of Appreciation to 
Hamish Williams of AHG to 
celebrate their 14 years of 
sponsorship for this event 
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Senses Foundation has been approached by the Swiss National 
Association of and for the Blind (www.szb.ch/en)  who are trialing a tactile 
watch for Alexandravision also based in Switzerland 
(www.alexandravisions.com) who have developed  range of tactile 
watches. 
 

Senses currently has one of these tactile watches  for demonstration and 
evaluation by people who have sight and hearing loss. 
  
The watches have been designed with three buttons that vibrate to tell you 
the time by pressing with your thumb or finger and feeling the vibrating 
patterns. An image of the pocket tactile watch (the Meteor Vibrating 
Watch) below shows its ergonomic design which fits in the palm of your 
hand. 

Anyone who is interested to find out more 
information can contact Angela Wills, 
Deafblind Consultant at Senses Foundation: 
Tel: (08) 9473 5479 
Fax: (08) 9473 5499 
TTY: (08) 9473 5488 
Email: angela.wills@senses.asn.au 

 

Feedback on the above watch from Sharyn (client)~ 
 

éé.ñWhat I liked most about it is that I was able to just reach 
into my pocket with my free hand to check the time at any time - 
it actually becomes quite addictive! 
 

I found it easy to use once I got used to it and figured out how to 
tell the time on it so in saying that, it did take quite a bit of getting 
used to but was worth it. 
 

 

I used it the most when walking to and from work and when 
using public transport - it was invaluable at those times.  
 

The only improvement I would want to make is possibly a way to 
hang it either around my neck or maybe hooked onto a pocket or 
belt etc as I worried all the time about losing it.  
 

I was wanting to buy one but it's out of my budget range 
unfortunatelyééò 

http://www.szb.ch/en
http://www.alexandravisions.com/
mailto:angela.wills@senses.asn.au
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Centrelinkôs grandparent advisers 
 

Many grandparents take on the responsibility of caring for their 
grandchildren whose parents cannot do so because of disability, family 
separation, death or imprisonment. Grandparent Advisers have been 
introduced in selected Centrelink Customer Service Centres (including 
Perth) to support these grandparents by: 

¶ providing an assessment of family circumstances 
¶ providing information and help to access Centrelink payments 

and services grandparents may be eligible for 
¶ arranging appointments with specialist Centrelink staff such as 

Social Workers, and  
¶ arranging referrals to other federal, state and community 

service providers that may also be able to assist 
 

Grandparents who care for their grandchildren may be eligible for 
assistance including: 

¶ Family Tax Benefit, which helps with the costs of raising 
children 

¶ Child Care Benefit, which helps with the costs of child care 
¶ Parenting Payment, which helps with caring for a dependent 

child under the age of 16 (if you are not already receiving 
another income support payment) 

¶ Health Care Cards in the name of your grandchild to assist 
with the cost of prescriptions 

 

Further information: 
Phone: 1800 245 965 (for grandparents living in an area serviced by 

a Grandparent Adviser) 
Phone: 13  6150 (for grandparents living in areas currently not 

serviced by a Grandparent Adviser) 

FINANCIAL COUNSELLING HOTLINE 
 

Financial Counselling is now available to all Western Australians via 
a free (using landline) telephone call. By calling 1800 007 007 an 
experienced Financial Counsellor will be available to you.   
 

The Financial Counselling Hotline is a government funded service 
which provides information, strategies and guidance in helping you 
through your financial difficulties. It is a FREE confidential service 
available to all members of the community experiencing financial 
hardship or with financial problems.   
 

For more information please visit www.financialcounsellors.org 

http://www.financialcounsellors.org/
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Successful Rare Diseases Symposium 
 

Hosted by Western Australia, this Symposium brought individuals and 
families living with Rare Disease, Clinicians, Researchers and Policy 
Makers together to discuss how to move forward and develop a plan that 
would cater for their common needs. Director General of Health, Mr Kim 
Snowball, spoke of the impact of rare diseases on health services and 
he committed WA Health to improve services for affected people, with 
the Symposium the starting point for a WA Rare Disease Strategy. 
 
Speakers from Europe, USA, UK and New Zealand spoke about their 
regional organisations. Also, several delegates presented their personal 
narratives. These included their diagnostic odyssey, difficulties in 
navigating though health and disability services and the formation of 
their own informal networks to share information. 
 
Of particular note, one young man with a progressive neuromuscular 
disorder, captured the essence of the Symposium with his central 
message of ñI donôt need to be cured; I just want to live the best life 
possibleò. 
 
The outcomes of the Symposium were:  
¶ to develop a national plan for rare diseases 
¶ to form a single overarching advocacy group and 
¶ support for the proposed National Disability Insurance Scheme.  
 
The local WA organising committee has taken on the role of National 
Rare Diseases Working Group and Senses is represented on this group. 
This group will  
¶ identify the actions arising from the Symposium workshops 
¶ obtain grant funding for developing the website 
(www.raredisease.com.au) 

¶ provide links between  
*  the government policy units 
*  rare diseases community and clinicians 
*  academic institutions and industry stakeholders and  

¶ provide support to the ñEvery Australian Countsò promotion of the 
National Disability Insurance Scheme. 

http://www.raredisease.com.au
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For further information contact  
 

Angela Wills  Deafblind Program Coordinator  
    Tel: (08) 9473 5479 
    Email: angela.wills@senses.asn.au 
 or 
Melanie Robartson  Deafblind Consultant 
    Tel (08) 9473 5431 
    Email:melanie.robartson@senses.asn.au 

 

WHEN:     Tuesday, 19 July 2011 
 

TIME:         9.00am to 4.30pm  
 

WHERE:    Oosterhoff Rooms 
   Senses Foundation 
   11 Kitchener Avenue 
   Burswood 

 Great Training Opportunity  

    (Formerly  known as MAKATON)  
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Information for parents and carers  

 
On 28 July 2010, the Australian Government announced $122 million in 
funding over four years to provide services and support to children up to 
15 years of age with a disability that affects their development.  
 
Under the Better Start for Children with Disability (Better Start) initiative, 
Cerebral palsy, Down syndrome, Fragile X syndrome, and moderate or 
greater vision or hearing impairments, including deafblindness, are the 
identified disabilities.  
 
Support for families with young children  
From 1 July 2011, children who are aged under six years and have been 
diagnosed with one of the listed disabilities will be able to be registered to 
access early intervention funding of up to $12,000 (up to a maximum of 
$6,000 per financial year).  
 
The funding will be able to be used to access early intervention services 
such as speech pathology, audiology, occupational therapy, orthoptics, 
physiotherapy and psychology. Families will have until the childôs seventh 
birthday to access the early intervention funding.  
 
This targeted early intervention in the pre-school years aims to 
complement existing Commonwealth and State and Territory services 
and to assist these children to have the best possible preparation for the 
transition to school.  
 
Support for families with older children  
A Medicare item for the development of a treatment and management 
plan will be available for children up to the age of 13. Medicare items will 
also be available for up to four allied health diagnostic services and for a 
total of 20 relevant allied health services per eligible child. The new items 
will be available for children up to the age of 15 provided the treatment 
and management plan is in place before 13 years of age.  
 
Support for families living in outer regional and remote areas  
Families living in outer regional or remote areas may be eligible for a 
$2,000 one-off support payment. This payment recognises the difficulties 
that families living in remote and outer regional areas face in accessing 
services and will assist with expenses such as travel and home visits.  

Better Start for  

Children with Disability  

(Better Start) initiative 
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Registering for the Better Start initiative  
Registration for the early intervention funding will be available from 1 
July 2011. In order to register for the Better Start initiative families will 
need to provide:  
 
¶ the childôs Centrelink Customer Reference Number (CRN) 

¶ proof of the childôs age and 

¶ a written conclusive diagnosis 

 
Further information  
For further information about the Better Start initiative, please visit the 
Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and Indigenous 
Affairs (FaHCSIA) website at www.fahcsia.gov.au/betterstart  
 
Enquiries can also be directed to the Better Start Helpline on  
1800 989 530 or emailed to Better.Start@fahcsia.gov.au 
 
Families will be able to contact their local Carers Association to register 
their child for the initiative from 1 July 2011 via freecall 1800 242 636. 

 

 

EthnicAbility 
 

 

EthnicAbility is a radio show which explores issues affecting 
people with a disability from an ethnic background.  In so 
doing, they will be speaking to people with a disability from 
an ethnic background themselves, their parents/family, 
friends, community members and service providers. 
 

Switch on to 95.3 6EBA FM every Monday evening at 
7:30pm (WA time). 
 

For further information contact the Ethnic Disability 
Advocacy Centre (EDAC) on 9388 7455 or send them an 
email at ethnicability@edac.org.au 
 

Previous programs are available for download from EDACôs 
website www.edac.org.au 

mailto:Better.Start@fahcsia.gov.au
mailto:ethnicability@edac.org.au
http://www.edac.org.au/
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The current national debate about disability insurance and Individualised 
(self-directed) Funding will benefit from real stories of how people living with 
disability can be assisted into lives of choice, personalised support and 
citizenhood. 
 

One of the current projects of Purple Orange is 100 Leaders: Stories from 
people living with disability. 
 

This project will tell the stories of people who have taken leadership of their 
lives and are now building the life they want to live, and aims to provide 
access to a rich seam of resources about the óhowô of this process. 
 

Research Officers Kerry Telford and Alicia Fidock from Purple Orange will 
be coordinating this exciting project on behalf of In Control Australia, 
collecting and publishing the stories of 100 leaders from across the nation. 
The stories will be published in accessible formats. 
 

Robbi Williams, CEO of the Julia Farr Group hopes that an ñanthology of 
personal authority and citizenhoodò will be a powerful force for change. 
ñImagine having the stories of a hundred Australians who have taken control 
and built a much richer life through personalised funding and assistance ï 
this could help achieve critical change in the way our governments, service 
agencies and communities think and feel about disability,ò Robbi says.  
 

Launched earlier this year, the project is quickly gaining momentum, with 
forty inspiring leaders offering to share their stories since January.  Family 
members reflecting on, or wanting, a valued life for a loved one living with 
disability are also invited to assist them to tell their story. 
 

Leaders are able to tell their story in a number of ways, which may include 
the written word, PowerPoint presentation, video or audio presentation, or a 
recorded interview with a research officer ï and ideas on other forms of 
storytelling are welcomed.  
 

Participation in the project is voluntary and can be withdrawn at any time, 
for any reason, and all information will be treated in confidence as directed 
by the participant. 
 

Kerry believes that the key to successful highly personalised support 
approaches is access to information about options at the time when it is 
needed and the experience of others who have tried such options. ñThis is 
the resounding message coming from the stories that have been collected 
so far,ò Kerry says. 

EDITORIAL COPY 18 March 2011 

The 100 Leaders Project: Stories from 

people living with disability 

http://www.juliafarr.org.au
http://www.incontrol.org.au/
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ñPeople who have the right information at the right time are able to make 
informed decisions and take calculated risks. The 100 Leaders project is 
about sharing this information to empower other people living with 
disability.ò To become involved or to seek more information on the 100 
Leaders project please contact Kerry Telford  
Email:  kerryt@juliafarr.org.au 
Tel:   (08) 8373 8333. 
 
For more information on this media release and the activities of Purple 
Orange please contact: 
Brigette Elliott, Communications Officer 
The Julia Farr Group 
Email: brigettee@juliafarr.org.au 
Tel:   (08) 8373 8316 
Mobile:  0413 644 819 

 
Noah's Ark provides essential support services to 

agencies and parents working with children and 

young adults with disabilities. These include 

ôhow to playõ workshops; early intervention 

assistance; specialist consulting services for 

individuals, families and groups; special needs therapy services; a Saturday 

and school holiday Computer Club; a library with hundreds of toys for children 

with special needs, books, specialist resources and equipment; and mobile and 

postal services for regional, rural and remote areas.  
Noahõs Ark  

5a Bookham Street, Morley WA 6062  
Ph: 9328 1598  Fax: 9375 9802  Email: enquiries@noahsarkwa.org.au 

Website: www.noahsarkwa.org.au  

 

 

National Disability Awards 
 

The National Disability Awards are part of the Australian Governmentôs 
celebration of International Day of People with Disability (IDPwD), which 
occurs on 3 December each year. This annual event aims to build 
awareness of disability issues and of the important role people with 
disability have in their local communities, their country and internationally. 
 
To nominate for the National Disability Awards, visit www.idpwd.com.au or 
call 1800 440 385. Nominations close 30 June 2011. 

mailto:kerryt@juliafarr.org.au
mailto:brigettee@juliafarr.org.au
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Dadsô Day 
A Day on the Green 

for dads who have kids with special needs 
 

Maylands Peninsular Golf Course 

(Swanbank Bar & Cafe) 
 

Saturday 12 November 2011 
 

 

Kalparrin Dads and other fathers of children with special needs are invited to our 

special one day event just for dads. Itôs free, fully catered and itôll be fun. 
 

 

¶ Get to know other dads in similar situations 

¶ Get some tips on how to advocate for your child 

¶ Hear from a variety of agencies and government departments about 

 the range of services, funding and support they offer 

¶ Learn how other dads have coped with their situations and share some of the 

funny and serious sides to raising a child with special needs; and 

¶ Enjoy a few holes of golf (experts and novices welcome) before 

 retiring to the bar for a drink at the end of the day. 

 

The dayôs program will be facilitated by Noel Giblett, counsellor and facilitator of 

the Kalparrin Dadsô Matters program 

 
 

Download a registration form from www.kalparrin.org.au or call Kalparrin 

on 9340 8094 to register. 

 

 

Look on our website for more events 

and information for Dads  
 

 

These events are supported by the Channel 7 Telethon Trust  
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òSuper Sibsó 

   Senses Foundation Inc.  
   would like to invite our special brothers and sisters to a  

 ôSiblings Workshopõ 

  
 

A fun and informal therapy session, along with lots of games and 

activities, will be facilitated by Lisa Thompson (Clinical 

Psychologist) and Karen Wickham (Social Worker).  
 

Share common concerns, have lots of fun, ask questions and feel 

supported by others who also share this unique and special 

relationship.  

 All ages welcome  
 

   Where:   Senses Foundation Inc  

    11 Kitchener Avenue, Burswood.  

  When:   Saturday, 9th July 2011  

  Time:   10.00 ð 1.00pm 
 

Lunch will be provided afterwards.  We hope you can come!!  
 

Please R.S.V.P.  Karen Wickham (Social Worker)  

9473 5462, 0424 900 788, karen.wickham@senses.asn.au  

mailto:karen.wickham@senses.asn.au
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USHER SUPPORT GROUP 
Tandem Bike Riding 

 
On Saturday, 21

st
 May 2011 the Usher Support Group came 

together at Whiteman Park to enjoy a day of Tandem Bike Riding. 
The WA Tandem Cycling Advisory Council kindly supported our 
group with instructors, tandem bikes and lead riders.  The Council 
members coped well with adapting communication to support our 
members starting with a series of small loops around the car park 
practising starting and stopping. There were a few wobbles to start 
but with a lot of energy and enthusiasm we were on our way. 
Twenty five members, family, staff and volunteers attended on the 
day. All of the riders, pilots, stokers and volunteers alike had an 
exceptionally fun day ï special mentions go out to: 
 
§ Back rider Mark who had a tumble, but gamely rode the course 
§ Back riders Lachlan, Roberto and Eddie who really wanted to 
race 

§ Back rider Sharyn who is already plotting to ride the Gibb River 
Road 

§ Danielle and Lucy ï both sighted ï who did really well piloting a 
tandem for the first time 

§ Tim who did a great job signing 
§ Roberto and Eddie for manning the barbeque 
§ All the crew from WATCAC for their wonderful contribution 
§ All the Usher guys for having a go  
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Telling Our Stories 
A New Kalparrin Program - Just for Grown-ups 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our stories, collectively and individually, have a profound effect on what we 
believe is possible, they shape our future! 
 
Join us for these exciting new sessions! Share your own stories and listen 
to those of others, learn how your story is reflected in those of others, 
create stories to tell your family, and moreé 
 
This program is for everyone - mums, dads and grandparents. Come along 
and learn the art and science of story telling! 
 

 
 
 
 

For full program and registration details 
www.kalparrin.org.au, Tel 1800 066 413  
Email kalparrinwa@health.wa.gov.au 
Bookings essential for all programs. 

Venue: Palms Community Centre, Rokeby Road, Subiaco  
Dates:  Wednesday 10, 17, 24, 31 August & 7 September 
Time:  9.30amð12.30pm 

 

Australian DeafBlind Council (ADBC)  
contact information  

 

New website for the Australian DeafBlind Council (ADBC) 
www.deafblind.org.au 

 

Email ADBC: info@deafblind.org.au 

http://www.deafblind.org.au/
mailto:info@deafblind.org.au
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SUCCESS SENSORY GARDEN 
 

In May 2010 Senses Foundation opened its first deafblind specific 
accommodation facility in Success. The house was specifically designed to 
accommodate the needs of the three young male residents, addressing 
their unique environmental, visual, cognitive and mobility needs.   
 

Originally the outdoor area was undeveloped and from our research to 
ascertain the most stimulating environment for the residents we decided to 
source funding and assistance to build a sensory garden.  Through careful 
and imaginative design it is possible to create landscapes that offer a wide 
range of sensory experiences to people who are deafblind. In sensory 
gardens, plants and other design elements are selected with the intention to 
provide experiences for seeing, smelling, hearing, touching, movement and 
tasting.  Our vision was for an outdoor area that incorporated a sensory 
garden, tactile and functional along with an appropriate recreational area 
that would accommodate our clientsô capabilities.   
 

We initially approached the Rotary Club of Victoria Park, as this was a large 
project. Eventually the Rotary Clubs of Victoria Park, Curtin, Bentley, 
Attadale and Rotaract in Gosnells all contributed to making our dream a 
reality.  With Peter Fry, an unstoppable force, from the Curtin club at the 
realm work started early April.   
 

We incorporated hardscape elements: paving, timber decking, mulch, gravel 
and stones along with a trampoline to provide exercise and stimulation and 
a shaded area offering shade and temperature contrast.  Plant selection 
was based on a garden design encouraging residents to interact with the 
plants; we used interesting foliage, shape and form, texture, tastes, 
aromatic plants, herbs, perennials, climbers and fauna attracting plants. 
Color will provide a visual stimulus whilst adding order and balance, unity, 
rhythm, focal points, accents, and definition to the garden.   
 

A water feature was also added bringing both sight and sound into play 
along with wind chimes to produce a similar effect.  We also included edible 
fruits, vegetables, herbs, and spices that can be tasted providing both 
sensory and teaching opportunities in plants, cooking and nutrition.  The 
final finishing touches were completed early May and the residents are 
already enjoying the fruits of all our wonderful helpers and donorsô labor.  
 

On behalf of the residents who currently live at Success and those who will 
live there in the future, Senses Foundation would like to sincerely thank the 
Rotary Clubs and all the helpers and donors for their generosity and support 
in facilitating the building of this wonderful sensory garden.  
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Donors and Helpers 

Sony Boskovski - Bobcat driver   
Mr Micheal Delich - Gravel supplied 
A1 Miniloads, Tim - Soil and sand   
Waldecks, Hilton Blake - Plants 
Bill Davidson - Brickwork    
Rob & Interact Members, Vic Park 
The Midland Timber Co, Joe, Alan and Ric ïTimber, decking, sleepers, 
transport       
Bird and Fish Place, Stuart and Mark - Water feature 
Bunnings Warehouse, Brian - Pots for plants 
N & J Electrical Contractors, Neville Delfsï Electrical work for water feature 
Total Canvas Products, Joel LeFlohic ï Shade Sail 
Westland Turf, Peter  & Tony ï Roll on lawn 
President Roger Meakes and Members of The Rotary Club of Victoria Park 
Laura Chettham and helpers from The Rotaract Club of Gosnells 
Betty Bright and Martin from The Rotary Club of Attadale 
Jenny Mott and The Rotary Club of Bentley 
 
With Special thanks to Peter & Colleen Fry, The Rotary of Curtin 
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NEW WAY TO PROVIDE FEEDBACK 
 

We have set up an on line opportunity for feedback from clients, 
their families, supporters and the general public. You will see that 
there is now ñFeedbackò on our website home page in the left hand 
column and when someone clicks on there they go directly to a 
feedback form. Please take this opportunity to provide feedback 
about anything you would like that is related to Senses 
Foundation.  Go to www.senses.asn.au 

http://www.senses.asn.au/


Senses Foundation is an organisation incorporated under the 
Incorporations Act. It has members who are really the decision 
makers in terms of the organisation. They appoint the Board which 
inturn appoints the Chief Executive Officer. The Board governs the 
organisation for the members.  
 

Why not become a member of Senses Foundation? This is YOUR 
organisation. WHY NOT BECOME PART OF THE DECISION MAKING 
PROCESS ï BECOME A MEMBER.  
 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP (Please cut out this page and 
send to Senses Foundation with your $10 membership fee) 
 

Name:  ...ééééééééééééééééééééééééééé.éé 

Address:    éééééééééééééééééééééééééééé.é... 

  éééééééééééééééééé....   Post Code ........... 

Telephone/TTY:   ..........................................................................  

Fax:   ..........................................................................  

Email:  ..........................................................................  
 

My focus as a member is - 

Client of Senses 

Family member/advocate for a client of Senses 

Service Provider 

Client of Senses 

Supporter of Senses Foundation 

Other (Please specify) 
 

Alternate format required for publications:  
Braille  

Large Print 

Audio Tape 

Other (Please specify) .....................................................................  

 

WHAT ABOUT CONSIDERING 
MEMBERSHIP OF SENSES FOUNDATION  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

/continued overleaf 
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